
gans. These are the principal affections concerned in the production of our
excessive infant mortality, which is thus once more shown to prevail princi-
pally among our foreign inhabitants.

HUTCHINSON'S CLINICAL PLATES.1
Fasciculus V. contains the illustration of injuries to the head. In

speaking of certain specimens the author says : "I do not, indeed, know of
any class of cases by which we may more conveniently illustrate the chain of
phenomena which make up what is known as pyaemia than those which we have
now to consider.I cannot conceive that any one familiar with the path-
ological facts respecting these cases can doubt that pysemia proper is due to
inflammation of the veins.We have to witness in these cases over and
over again inflammation of the bone ; . . . . next extension to the dura mater,
.... and lastly the formation of a thrombus in the longitudinal sinus. In
every case in which pyaemia follows an injury to the skull these conditions are

found, and they are not found in other cases.If it were as easy to in-
spect the veins of the uterus after deaths from pyaemia after parturition, or
those of the limbs after the like event after operation or compound fractures
in all probability evidence of a character just as definite would be forthcom-
ing." These extracts will serve to indicate the value of the present number.

_-

OPHTHALMIC AND OTIC MEMORANDA.2
This little book " aims to give a concise and correct outline of our present

knowledge of ophthalmology and otology, and to serve as a kind of dictionary
of these subjects." It appears to have been carefully compiled, and is much
more accurate than is generally the case with works of the same size. The
authors very properly say they " shall be sorry if it is ever used to acquire a

primary knowledge of either of these sciences, or if it is trusted for complete
directions as to the diagnosis and treatment of ophthalmic and aural diseases."
If these suggestions are heeded, the book may prove of value, but we must
confess to doubts whether such little compends are not used chiefly for the pur-
pose of " cramming " and for the acquirement of knowledge which is super-
ficial and temporary. The book is an excellent example of its class.

1 Illustrations of Clinical Surgery, consisting of Plates, etc., with Descriptive Letterpress.
By Jonathan Hutchinson, F. R. C. S. Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakiston. 1876.

2 Ophthalmic and Otic Memoranda. By D. B. St. John Roosa, M. D., and Edward
T. Ely, M. D. New York : William Wood & Co. 1876. Pp. 264.

CLELAND'S DISSECTIONS.3
This excellent little work differs from many others of its class by not being

an abridged anatomy, but simply a guide to the student. For instance, the

3A Directory for the Dissection of the Human Body. By John Cleland, M. D., F. R. S.
Philadelphia : Henry C. Lea. 1877.
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origin and insertion of a muscle are not given, but the student is told how best
to expose them, and attention is called to their peculiarities. The arrangement
is good, the descriptions clear, and the book is of convenient size. In many
respects it reminds us of Dr. Hodges's Practical Dissections, and this we
should say is the only dissector to which Professor Cleland's work will not be
a dangerous rival. *

M-

FOX'S ATLAS OF SKIN DISEASES.1
This work continues to appear promptly. Both the text and the plates,

which now number forty, fully sustain the opinions expressed in our notice of
the first issue (see Journal of March 30, 1876).

Atlas of Skin Diseases. By Tilbury Fox, M. D., F. R. C. P. Philadelphia : Lind-
say and Blakiston. Parts 6 to 10 inclusive.

REFORM OF THE CORONER LAWS.
The first formal step in the movement to reform the present laws relative

to the appointment and practices of coroners may be said to have been made
at the recent meeting of the council of the Massachusetts Medical Society,
when the committee appointed for the purpose of inquiring into the expedience
of any action upon the question presented their report. The committee find
a general dissatisfaction with the present coroners' system existing not only in
this country but in England, where the system is practically the same as our

own, and that the lawyers are as little pleased with it as the doctors. This
feeling is explained by the fact that the system is a remnant of past and obso-
lete usages, and is wholly uusuited to the needs of the present times ; that the
powers pertaining to the office of coroner are many, unrestricted, and danger-
ous, and that perversion of them is already notorious, the manner in which in-
quests are conducted being too frequently objectionable. ; that the number of
coroners possible under the law is unlimited, and at present the appointments
are far too numerous and easily obtained, many of those now holding office
being totally unfit for the place, and the deeds of some being scandalous ; that
no redress is practicable, except through a very tedious process, " an address of
both houses of the legislature to the governor," one too complicated ever to be
resorted to ; that the system is a very expensive one, " and even when an in-
quest is unexceptionably made, it is absolutely useless as an aid to justice, and,
what is still worse, may in fact favor the escape of the guilty." Indeed, the
committee think the present system has few if any redeeming qualities. The
committee also find that " these defects involve the medical profession," inas-
much as many medical men hold the office of coroner, and thus share the dis-
credit with those who claim to be members of the same profession, although
not members of the Society, and who have disgraced the office.
The committee point out that in cases of sudden, unaccounted for, or unnat-

ural death two separate and independent questions are to be considered, namely,
" What caused the death ? " and " Who caused the death ? " it being the duty of
the medical profession to inquire into and solve the former, the latter belonging
to the magistrate and the courts. They therefore recommend a division of the
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